Housing and Tuberculosis
exists, although the whole history of the disease in man and in
the lower animals indicates the probability of some connexion.
In the overcrowded home where cleanliness is neglected, many
sources of organic pollution are to be found. Expired air is not
however, accepted as one of these sources, as Haldane, Lorrain
Smith, and other observers have shown experimentally that ex/
pired air contains no organic bodies of a toxic character, although
traces of ammonia are eliminated, the amount of which is in/
creased when the air is expired by an individual with septic teeth.
The extent to which bacteria exist and survive in the home
depends upon a variety of conditions, such as moisture, absence
of direct sunlight, absence of cleanliness, and the number of
occupants. The maximum figure as regards actual number of
bacteria is reached in dark, moist, unclean, and overcrowded
rooms. It has been shown that in onevroomed dwellings an
average of sixty organisms per litre has been obtained from the
air, in two/roomed dwellings forty/six, and in four or more
roomed dwellings only nine organisms per litre have been found.
It has been suggested that a limit of twenty organisms per litre
should be accepted as a pure air standard for dwelling-houses
and schools.
The duties of a local authority in regard to the abatement of over/
crowding are laid down in section 57 of the Housing Act, 1936.
Section 58 of the Act specifies overcrowding in a dwellingxhouse as
occurring when the number of persons sleeping in the house either (a) is
such that any two persons of opposite sex, ten years old or more and not
living together as husband and wife must sleep in the same room or
(J) is in excess of the permitted number of persons as defined in the
Fifth Schedule to the Act. In determining the number of persons in
relation to overcrowding the Act provides that no account need be taken
of a child under one year of age and that a child who has attained one
year but is under ten years of age is to be regarded as onexhalf of a unit.
The permitted number of persons as referred to in the Fifth Schedule
to the Housing Act, 1936, is shown in the table on page 96,
Section 57 of the Act imposes upon every Local Authority the duty to
carry out inspection with a view to ascertaining what dwelling/houses
are overcrowded in their area and to submit reports and proposals
regarding the action to be taken to abate overcrowding. Under section 59
it is an offence for the occupier or the landlord of a dwelling-house to
permit it to be overcrowded after the appointed day. The Local Authority
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